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11th Grade/English III 

You have 2 REQUIRED summer reading books and one assignment to complete before Friday 

August 13, 2021. You should come to class having read both novels in their entirety, be prepared to 

turn in the written assignment, AND to write an essay exam on The Great Gatsby on that day.  

 

1. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald (Link to a PDF version of the novel below as it has 

recently entered the public domain) 

https://www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01001395/Centricity/Domain/7935/Gatsby_PDF_

FullText.pdf 

 

2. On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King. (I strongly suggest the Twentieth-

Anniversary Edition in paperback, as all page numbers referenced will be from that edition.) 

 

Both books are available in paperback and are relatively popular, so they should be available for 

purchase at any major physical or online bookseller.  

I have a rule in my classroom that any book you must buy for my class can be turned in to the 

classroom library (should you wish) for bonus points on the unit test. These books will qualify for 

that rule if it is something you wish to take advantage of.  

Summer Assignment 

You will keep a Dialectical Journal as you read On Writing.  

The goal of a dialectical journal is to get you thinking about how the author is writing, for what 

purpose did they write and to document how you are thinking about the words on the page.  

You should read from the “First Forward” THROUGH  “And Furthermore”. (In my copy [the 20th 

anniversary edition paperback] that is from pg. 9-284).  

As you read, you should ask yourself some questions about what the writer is doing, why they chose 

that word or started that paragraph that way, or be looking for any part of the text you find 

interesting and then ask yourself why you think so. Then you will document your thoughts in a chart 

like the one below. I will get you started and show you what it looks like, after that it’s up to you to 

finish the book and the assignment. You should aim to have at least one entry per 2 pages of the book 

so, I expect AT LEAST 100 entries of your own, after my examples below.  

Notice: 

• I write the actual text from the book in the left column. 

• I include a page number so it can be easily found. 

• If it is a lot of text, I abbreviate it with ellipsis (…) AND summarize what it is in the left 

column, but also make sure to include the interesting bit of language.  

https://www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01001395/Centricity/Domain/7935/Gatsby_PDF_FullText.pdf
https://www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01001395/Centricity/Domain/7935/Gatsby_PDF_FullText.pdf
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• You will record your entries in a notebook or on notebook paper divided in half like the chart 

below.  

• Your responses to the text in each entry should be at least 2 sentences in length and should not 

exceed 5 sentences.  

• Your responses (thoughts) should Predict, Question, Clarify, or Make Connections.  

• You should also focus on the WHY of what the author is doing, the words they are choosing 

and the anecdotes they are telling.  

• This is almost like a conversation between you and the text. 

• The entries are numbered in the left column. 

 

Author’s Original Text 
(1) Pg. 9 
“In the early nineties…I joined a rock-and-
roll band composed mostly of writers…” 
(The whole description of this writer’s band -
pg. 10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(2) Pg. 10 
 
“Amy paused, thinking it over very carefully, 
and then said: ‘No one ever asks about the 
language.’”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(3) Pg. 17 
The contrast between Mary Karr who 
“remembers everything” and the author 
himself how describes his childhood as 
“herky-jerky”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reader’s Thoughts 
 
This is the great Stephen King. He is one of 
the most well known writers of my time. 
WHY is he telling me this? I trust that he has 
a point, and I trust that it is a good one, but 
I’m just not sure. Maybe it’s going to have 
something to do with discovering that 
novelists do not make good songwriters… 
 
 
 
 
First, I am shocked! That’s what I want to 
know about the most. Then again, I teach AP 
Lang. It’s all about language so I’m kind of a 
nerd like that. Next: THIS IS WHAT I WANT 
MY STUDENTS TO DO. I want them to ask 
about the language. I want them wonder 
about “this word” or “that phrase” or “that 
story over there.” 
Maybe this should be there summer reading 
book? It would be a good place to start, I 
think…  
 
 
I don’t know who Mary Karr is. But I find the 
fact that he feels the need to tell his reader 
that he is not like her interesting. Perhaps it 
reflects how he feels about himself on a 
different level?  
The use of the word “herk-jerky” brings to 
mind those awful travelling carnival rides 
that don’t seem safe AT ALL. The kind that 
jerks you around in a way that feels like the 
machine itself is about to shatter into a  
million pieces and send you flying off into 
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(4) Pg. 19 
Describing his aunt’s husband 
“convivial beer-drinking husband”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(5) Pg. 19 
The word “convivial” comes up again to 
describe another uncle- this time one who is 
NOT convivial or beer-drinking. 
 
“he was a crewcut daddy……driving his 
convertible with the top up”. 

the air to plummet to your death 300 yards 
away from where you started.  
It seems like he wants to give an impression 
of the amount of instability that he felt as a 
child growing up.  
 
 
What does ‘convivial’ mean? What does it imply 
when combined with “beer-drinking’? 
 
I don’t know exactly what convivial means, 
but I know from it’s use in a song that I know 
from the musical “Camelot” that it has a 
positive connotation. When I looked it up I 
found that it means “cheerful, friendly, and 
jovial”, so that checks out.  
When combined with “beer-drinking” it 
paints a picture of a man who is not without 
his flaws, but at least is not a mean drunk- 
he’s happy and friendly to young Stephen 
and that seems to be all that the young 
author hopes for. Someone who might not be 
perfect but is friendly and fun-loving. Laid-
back.   
 
 
 
The contrast between these two men and the 
use of the same language to describe their 
characters leaves the reader with the very 
clear picture of just how different these two 
men are. It makes the understanding of that 
difference very accessible especially with the 
added line of “he was a crewcut 
daddy……driving his convertible with the 
top up”.  Now the picture is very clear.  

Remember: this is about showing your thoughts, questions, ideas, and epiphanies as you read. You should try to connect 

what you are reading to what you already know, have seen or have heard. Take guesses. Look things up. Read with a 

dictionary nearby so you can look up words that you don’t know- take guesses at words’ meanings based on context. 

ASK yourself WHY the author is telling it like this and then ANSWER your own question. What is the author doing with 

their words? 

I have included 5 example entries above. You are responsible for doing 100. 

There is no right or wrong on this assignment. It is a matter of you documenting your conversation with this book.  

Happy Reading and Happy Summer! 

Ms. Dutsch 


